
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                  
 

MEETING OF DECEMBER 11, 2012 
 
In the absence of Chairman Earl Temchin, the meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Sandra 
Micalizzi. The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Ben Cammuso. 
 
Members present: Ben Cammuso, Peter Freeman, Sandra Micalizzi, Cliff Snow and Mark White.  Lynn Maschi and 
Doris Hanser arrived at 6:38 pm.  Members excused:  Michael Rossi and Earl Temchin.  It was noted by Town 
Manager Garry Brumback that Peter Freeman is a voting member of the Advisory Board. Under the impression that 
the president of the Membership Association was an ex offio member, a review of the Town Council’s directive 
clarified the issue. Garry apologized for any misunderstanding in that regard. Connie Proll has officially resigned 
from the Board. It is anticipated that the Town Council will appoint a replacement in the near future. 
  
The minutes of the November 14, 2012 meeting were presented to the Commission. As there was no discussion 
Cliff Snow made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; seconded by Ben Cammuso; all were in favor.  
 
Executive Director Robert Verderame presented the Treasurer’s Report stating that the available balance is 
$253,015. He reiterated that the percentage of overtime and temporary/seasonal funds are higher than might be 
expected as Matching Grant funds in the amount of $20,584 have not been appropriated as yet. Grant funds will 
offset the expenses in those line items as anticipated. Additionally, building rental fees will offset overtime 
somewhat. Sandra Micalizzi asked if there were any areas of concern; to which Bob replied, “not at this time”.  
Questions were raised regarding the budget process in light of recent changes. Bob noted that he will pull together a 
Budget Proposal and formally present it to this Board on January 8th; it is due on the Town Manager’s desk on 
January 11th. Bob assured the Board members that he welcomes their participation and encourages their input. Garry 
injected that this year the process is a little bit backwards. Going forward strategic planning, setting forth goals and 
objectives will facilitate flexibility within the budget process. A motion was made by Ben Cammuso to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report as presented; seconded by Mark White; all were in favor.   
 
Executive Director Bob Verderame presented the November 2012 Director’s and Program Coordinator’s Report, 
noting that Dial-a-Ride provided 1274 one way rides on 18 days, including 465 in town medical rides and 92 out of 
town medical rides. Twenty new members joined in November. The Nutrition Program served 548 meals on 18 days. 
 
Medicare Part D Open Enrollment Period (October15-December7) significantly contributed to a very busy month, 
combined with Energy Assistance Program applicants to practically triple the numbers of telephone inquiries, walk-
ins and scheduled appointments. We are seeing an increase in sons and daughters taking a more active role in 
assisting their parents, which is great. However it does increase the amount of time required to explain various issues 
and increases the number of individuals we are seeing after hours. 
 
Preparations are underway for the AARP/TCE Income Tax Assistance Program coordinated by Senior Center 
Secretary Cynthia Gilbert and volunteer Mary Robarge, both of whom participate in the instruction, testing and 
certification under IRS guidelines along with the individual volunteer counselors. 
   
Interviews for the position that will support both Community Services and Calendar House were conducted by Janet 
Mellon and Bob Verderame. David Harrington has been hired and will attend CHOICES training. 
 
As part of ongoing Intergenerational Programing, DePaolo students help serve the community lunch and interact with 
the seniors. Derynoski fifth grade classes provided colorful Halloween placemats. 
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CCM Educational Series Training Sessions provided by the Town included “Nuts and Bolts of Supervision”, which 
Bob attended on November 11th.  
 
In a collaborative effort with the Assessor’s office and the Tax Collector’s office, the Calendar House staff 
assembled, donated & placed on display at the Southington Library an ”Abundanza Italian” gift basket for the United 
Way’s Silent Auction Fundraiser, that raised over $700. to benefit the United Way. Our basket garnered $107. 
 
With snow falling late morning on November 7th with accumulation predicted and reduced visibility, Bob decided to 
curtail afternoon activities. In the event of inclement weather, the first consideration is the safety of our senior 
citizens. As a reminder, everyone is encouraged to listen to WTIC AM-1080; WTIC FM 96.5; and/or tune into 
WFSB Channel 3. Closings, cancellations are broadcast on those stations; signage is posted; announcements are 
made and the appropriate information is communicated to all callers.  
 
The Program Coordinator’s Report highlighted a trip to the Warner Theatre; a Bagel Breakfast presented on 
Complementary Therapies with Ann Minor, RN-BC, HN-BC, CHPN, Holistic Care Coordinator of 
Southington Care Center and Jerome Home accompanied by Pet Therapy Dog “Jake”; a Membership Meeting 
that included music by “Encore Entertainment” A bagel Breakfast presented by the Lions Club on “Low Vision”; and 
Energy Assistance Applications completed in house and on site at Housing Authority locations.  Ben Cammuso made 
a motion to accept the reports as presented; seconded by Lynn Maschi; all were in favor.  
 
Under Correspondence: Minutes from the 11/08/12 Department Heads Meeting were available. Garry Brumback 
noted that these monthly meetings enhance coordination among the various departments; particular attention is given 
to where the departments can interact. The staff is very busy and working hard to utilize new and innovative ways to 
get the job done. If anyone has any questions at any time, feel free to contact him.  A letter of appreciation was 
received from the Southington Lions Club for help with their Pancake Breakfast. 
 
Under Audit Committee: Garry introduced Jay Baker, the Town’s new IT director. Jay previously was with the 
Board of Education. He has been working with Mark White and Peter Freeman. Sandra Micalizzi thanked Jay for 
attending this meeting. Mark noted that a new server has been installed. The next steps involve reconciling three 
separate databases with the priority of assuring and maintaining security and privacy.   
 
Under Old Business: Town Manager Garry Brumback expressed his appreciation for the great response he has 
received from individuals willing to serve on the sub-committee to update and evaluate the existing by-laws, and 
establish roles and responsibilities for the recently revised Board. This is a transitional process that will dramatically 
change the direction of the board into a substantially more diverse entity – not a dictatorship but a democracy with all 
concerned participating in annual reviews in preparation for the budget process. This year the process is somewhat 
backwards but going forward evaluations of accomplished goals and objectives will play a key role in determining 
budget allocation. This Advisory Board of necessity looks at the current year; however it is imperative that the sub-
committee lead in looking long term. Garry’s vision is that it would begin formulating a strategic plan for the Senior 
Center in terms of the future – five to ten year plans – integrating the Senior Center strategically and financially into 
the town.  Asked to submit several potential dates for the initial meeting of the sub-committee, Lynn Maschi 
suggested sticking with Tuesdays if that would work for the others. It was determined that the sub-committee will 
meet on Tuesday, January 15th at 6:30 p.m 
 
Regarding the Newsletter Project, Peter remarked that they are working with a new, local vendor who has been 
pressed with year-end obligations. There should be more to report next month. 
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Mr. Jim Grappone, our Town Engineer was introduced and provided a detailed and substantial description of the Bio-
Retention Project, an environmental pilot project designed to capture rain water run-off. He addressed several 
concerns from the audience particularly regarding parking spaces, fencing, curbing, and potential safety issues. Garry 
noted that Calendar House was chosen for this municipal project because certain criteria including proximity to the 
watershed were met, and this site is considered to offer the most success with the least negative impact. In addition, 
individual residential sites are also under consideration Garry stressed that this was an informational presentation 
providing an opportunity to keep everyone informed. He further stated that all concerns and issues would be 
addressed and can guarantee that safety will be assured.  The Board thanked Jim for his presentation. 
 
Under New Business:  Bob noted that the majority of the building upgrades listed are small projects that will not 
involve much expense. Lynn inquired regarding the duct system. Bob responded that it had been cleaned and a small 
area had been repaired. Completing the project should come in at an estimated $600. Lynn asked if a new duct 
system needs to be considered and Bob replied “No”. Bob explained that Grant Applications for new vehicles will 
come out in January. This process takes at least two years. Garry remarked that any resources will be considered. 
With regards to upcoming programs, the Membership Association at one time researched and planned trips. They 
will be moving back into that area on a low-key basis considering local and smaller trips such as the Christmas Tree 
Shop, etc. Sandy suggested the Aqua Turf events. Peter mentioned the possibility of tacking on a one dollar fee to 
offset expenses. Sandy offered to provide information from various senior centers that she is involved with.  Lynn 
suggested that trips will bring in new folks. Garry noted that members supporting members is huge. Peter echoed the 
partnership concept.  Doris inquired if that means no more big trips. Peter responded that at this time we don’t know 
what it means, although currently it has been very difficult to fill extended or expensive trips.  
 
Public Communication:  Walter Kiziliski spoke to the duct issue, suggesting that Bob obtain an opinion from an 
HVAC engineer. Garry noted the cost benefit, that in some situations it makes more sense to replace instead of 
repair. Bob will look at every consideration. 
  
 There being no further discussion, a motion to adjourn was made by Ben Cammuso, seconded by Peter Freeman; all 
were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. The next Senior Citizens Advisory Board meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.          
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cynthia Gilbert,  
Senior Center Secretary   
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